12	How to know the Indian  Waders.
these birds are naked where the adults are; the offspring
of bald birds generally starting life with a good head of
hair, like the members of our own species in whose fami-
lies masculine baldness is hereditary. But the Adjutant
ladies are just as bald as their husbands, and indeed not
readily distinguishable from them
The Adjutant.
Leptoptilus dubius.—blanford, Faun, Brit.
Ind. Birds, Vol. IV, p. 373-
vernacular names.—Hargila, Garur, Peda-
dhauk, Hind.; Dusia, Deccani; Chaniaridhcwik,
Beng.; Pinigala-konga, Tel ; Don-sat, Burmese.
This huge Stork is by far the biggest of Indian birds—
indeed, few flying birds anywhere can equal it in size. It
measures five feet from bill to tail, and the bill and shank
over a foot each ; the closed wing is more than two-and-a-
half feet.
The head and neck have only a few scattered hairs, and
the latter is provided with some loose skin where it joins
the shoulders, and with a pouch in front just above the
breast.; both are distensible, the inflated pouch reaching
well over a foot. It does not communicate with the
gullet, and hence is not a ''hold-air' as commonly sup-
posed. It can, as above observed, be blown out with air,
but no one knows the use of it as yet.
The plumage ought to be black, but is really slate-
colour in the living bird, owing to the powdery film which
covers it; there is a broad band of pale grey on the wing,
formed-by the greater wing-coverts and inner quills : but
they only have this hue d.uring the breeding season. The
under plumage is white, the downy tail-coverts mixed
with black. A white downy ruff encircles the base of the
neck. The beak is dirty flesh-colour, the eyes white, the

